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   Maffra Secondary College 

   More than you imagine 
 

Principal’s Report 
 

Principal’s Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 2017 
 

6th Year 9 Mental Health Day 
 

14th Broadening Horizons – Expo 

 

21st Parent Teacher Interviews – 

Evening 4pm-6.30pm 
 

22nd Parent Teacher Interviews – 

10am-2pm 

End of Term 3 

 

October 2017 

 

9th First Day of Term 4 
 

16th – 20th Personal Best Camp 
 

18th – 20th Year 8 Camp 
 

23rd VCAL Information Night (CFA) 
 

24th VCAL Information Night 

(Projects) 

 

School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 12th September 
 

Parents’ Club Meeting 

Wednesday 13th September 

7.00pm in the Staff Room 

All Welcome 

 

 

Making decisions about your future can 

be difficlut when you’re a teenager. 

Some students have a clear path they 

wish to follow, while others are still 

working out where their interests lie.  
 

The Maffra Secondary College Careers 

Expo is a key event in helping students 

make choices about subjects for the 

following year, through insights into a 

range of careers and pathway options. 

This year’s expo was one of our most 

successful yet, with hundreds of 

students and parents attending the hall 

in the evening. We’re extremely grateful 

to our supporting partners which 

include TAFE, universities, government, 

community and busineses all making 

themselves available to speak with our 

students. 

 

 
 

Progress reports 

Students and parents will have received 

access to their third progress reports for 

the year, via Compass. As a general 

guide, “Good” is the expectation we 

have for all students at Maffra 

Secondary College, where as “Excellent” 

is going above and beyond, while 

“Satisfactory” is based on the minimum 

standard. If parents have any queries, 

please contact the relevant teacher.  

 

 

Peter Pan 

Congratulations to all of our students 

involved in the school production of 

Peter Pan, and thank you to Sarah 

Whitwam and her team for the hours 

of additional work put in to make it all 

happen.  

 

 
 

It was great to hear such positive 

reports from our students who 

attended the Melbourne Writers 

Festival over two days this week. The 

art of creative writing is well and truly 

alive, and we look forward to our 

students sharing their experiences 

and learning across the college.  

 

 
 

Finally, Maffra’s Got Talent and Footy 

Colours Day was a great success – well 

done to our school captains and 

student leaders for organising it all! 
 

Adam Hogan, Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s 
Report  

Nathan Wallace 

Acting Assistant Principal 

 

Using Feedback to Improve Learning 

As Acting Assistant Principal for Curriculum and 

Assessment, I have once again been impressed by the 

positive start to the new semester by students and staff. This 

term, there is a focus on providing effective feedback that 

helps learners improve. Hopefully ALL students and parents 

have read through the semester one reports (available on 

COMPASS) to identify what they have learnt, but more 

importantly, what they need to focus on this semester to 

continue improving their learning. Feedback was the focus 

of the staff training day (17th July) so that students could 

receive information in a timely manner that will help them 

improve their Skills and Knowledge of topics, as well as their 

Attitude towards learning. Students will receive continuous 

feedback shortly after each Common Assessment Task 

(CAT) so that students know:  

 What they have been learning;  

 How they went on the task; and  

 What they need to do next to improve?  

Students should ask themselves these questions regularly 

to be successful in their learning. Parents are encouraged to 

ask these questions also. 

Other feedback that students can use to improve their 

learning include the upcoming OnDemand test results to 

identify their level of understanding in literacy and 

numeracy (Years 7, 8 & 9); NAPLAN results (Year 7 & 9) were 

released this term; Progress Reports (Year 7-12) were 

completed in week 6.  

The term started with all Year 7, 8 & 9 students being taught 

explicitly how to listen while others are talking. As a School 

Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) expected 

behaviour linked to our College Value of RESPECT, this focus 

has contributed to the very positive start to term.  

After the well attended Careers Expo in week two, Year 8 – 

11 students have started the subject selection process for 

2018.  

Congratulations to everyone involved in the 2017 

production of ‘Peter Pan’. It was great to see so many 

students involved and stretching themselves from their 

comfort zone. I know the grade 6 students who attended 

the language taster day thoroughly enjoyed the Thursday 

matinee performance, as did my two children who watched 

the Friday night performance. Thank-you to the dedicated 

team of staff and parents who made this amazing learning 

experience possible for our students.  

While Kristen Raine is on leave exploring Australia, I have 

the privilege of starting with the School for Student 

Leadership application process for 2018. This year’s Year 9 

SSL team spoke about their amazing experience at the Year 

8 assembly and encouraged students to apply. Please see 

the ad in this newsletter for more details. I hope every 

student takes full advantage of every opportunity that is 

provided this semester. If they do, I know they can achieve 

‘more than they imagine’. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Thursday 

September 21st from 4pm-6.30pm and Friday September 

22nd from 10.00am-2pm. No classes will be running on 

Friday, however students should attend the interviews with 

their parents/guardians. 

Please make your bookings on Compass from Monday 

September 11th. For assistance with bookings, contact the 

office. 

 

First Aid 

 

Kerry Liddell  
First Aid Officer 

Students with Asthma 
In order to comply with Schools Policy and Advisory 

Guidelines and to support students with health needs it is 

important to advise the school if your child has asthma or 

other medical conditions. 

 An Asthma Action / Care Plan completed by a medical 

practitioner must be provided to the school, this plan will 

enable your child to participate in school activities safely.  

Students should carry their asthma reliever medication and 

spacer with them at all times whilst at school. We have 

emergency asthma first aid medication for use as a backup 

but ask that Parents/Guardians ensure their children have 

an adequate supply of appropriate asthma medication 

(including a spacer) for use at school. 

 It is extremely important that we have up to date asthma 

action plan and current contact details for parents and 

guardians. It is also very important that you provide the 

school with a number of emergency contacts.   
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Science   

Marie Clark 

Science Coordinator 

GTAC visit – year 11 and 12 

Biology Workshops 
On Thursday 17th August, scientists from the Gene 

Technology Access Centre (GTAC) in Parkville came to the 

school to run VCE Biology workshops with our year 11 and 

12 Biology students, as well as students from Orbost 

Secondary College and Smyth’s Creek Secondary College. 

The students were able to participate in hands-on 

laboratory activities that related to units 2 and 4 Biology, 

using techniques such as gel electrophoresis and 

comparing the features of Hominin skulls showing how the 

evolution of modern humans has occurred.  The students 

enjoyed the day, and it was great to see them interacting 

with the scientists from GTAC, who were mostly PhD 

students and were very happy to talk about their research.  

Year 10 Physics           
Year 10 students are currently studying a physics unit on 

motion and forces. They used time in class to discover 

Newton’s Laws of motion and broke some eggs whilst 

doing so.  

 
 

Holli attempting the egg 

drop experiment 

  

Chloe and Ivan testing 

the inertia of a ball 

bearing 
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Science Expo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kylie Lambert 

Programs & Engagement Leader 
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Koori News 
Maree Smith 

Koori Liaison Manager 

Opportunities For Indigenous 

Students 

A free 5-day STEM camp for indigenous students: RISE 

2017 

When: Monday 27th November – Saturday 2nd December 

Location: GTAC and University of Melbourne in Parkville, 

Victoria 

Registrations are now open for the Residential Indigenous 

Science Experience (RISE).  RISE is an immersive STEM camp 

for Victorian and interstate Year 9-10 students who identify 

as Indigenous.  Supported by Indigenous and scientist 

mentors, students participate in workshops using a range of 

technologies to build confidence engaging with science, 

engineering, and maths.  Site tours give students insights 

into a range of STEM careers available.  The camp program 

also incorporates cultural and Melbourne city experiences. 

The camp is free for participating students and rural 

students receive travel assistance.     

Registrations close Friday 15th September. 

For more information: http://www.gtac.edu.au/rise/ 

 

Engineering Aid Australia (EAA) is a charitable 

organisation whose principal aim is to encourage 

Indigenous secondary school students going into Years 10, 

11, and 12 to consider a career as a professional engineer. 

EAA conducts summer schools in Sydney and Perth in 

January each year providing students with a wide range of 

engineering activities, site visits and opportunities to meet 

employers and young engineers from our sponsoring 

engineering companies. 

 

EAA also assist students who have attended a summer 

school by: 

 providing them with financial assistance to 

complete their secondary school studies and to 

study engineering or a related course at University; 

and 

 helping them to find work experience and career 

opportunities  with our sponsoring engineering 

companies 

For more information: http://engineeringaid.org/ 

Maths News 
 

Gippsland Maths Game Day 

Seventeen teams from ten schools across Gippsland came 

together to compete in the annual Gippsland Maths Games 

Day at Federation University on Wednesday  16th  August.  

Teams of four students from year eight and nine came from 

as far as Berwick, Foster and Lakes Entrance to enjoy a day 

of Maths.   

Maffra sent a team comprising Mitchell Mahoney, Joshua 

Caithness, Leon Diaz Jacobi and Charlotte Kiefer. The day 

comprised of a mixture of team problem solving challenges, 

head-to-head competitions and a final frantic team relay. 

Although it was the first year Maffra Secondary College has 

been represented at the games, the team competed 

credibly throughout the day and outperformed several 

more experienced schools. 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=bzUb-Ppb9-6Q2nr2OXnwKG5M9n0-fzFg60QOJgYhQZfI6EnG_-XUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fgtac.us10.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc01f204251ab1865bb86276c7%26id%3d6fb6abf4ca%26e%3d12fea4120a
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=bzUb-Ppb9-6Q2nr2OXnwKG5M9n0-fzFg60QOJgYhQZfI6EnG_-XUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fgtac.us10.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dc01f204251ab1865bb86276c7%26id%3d6fb6abf4ca%26e%3d12fea4120a
http://www.gtac.edu.au/rise/
http://engineeringaid.org/eaa/summer-schools/
http://engineeringaid.org/
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School for Student Leadership 

 

Information for Year 8 students 
 

Do you enjoy working in teams? Do you want to get 

better at working with other people? 

Do you want to develop your leadership skills? Do you 

want to learn what it means to be an effective leader? 

Do you want to get involved in the school and wider 

community? 

Would you like to learn more about who you are as a 

person and as a learner? Do you want to understand 

what your strengths are and how to improve on your 

weaknesses? 

Do you enjoy being in the outdoors? 

If you have answered YES… then, the School for 

Student Leadership might be for you! 

WHAT IS THE SCHOOL FOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP? 

School for Student Leadership (SSL) is a Victorian 

Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development initiative offering a unique residential 

education experience for year nine students. The curriculum 

focuses on personal development and team learning 

projects sourced from students' home regions. There are 

three campuses in iconic locations across Victoria. The 

Alpine School Campus is located at Dinner Plain in the 

Victorian Alps. Snowy River Campus is near the mouth of 

the Snowy River at Marlo in east Gippsland. The third site is 

adjacent to Mount Noorat near Camperdown in Victoria’s 

Western District, and is called Gnurad-Gundidj. 

Maffra Secondary College has been allocated a place at 

the SNOWY RIVER CAMPUS in TERM 2 of 2018.  

The MSC team will consist of 3 BOYS and 3 GIRLS. 

Students will need to apply for one of the positions by 

collecting and completing an application form. They 

need to demonstrate their experiences in working in 

teams, undertaking leadership responsibilities, 

knowledge of the School for Student Leadership, as well 

as what strategies they will use to overcome 

homesickness and ideas they have for the Community 

Learning Project. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 15th 

September. Applications are to be handed to Mr 

Wallace.  

Students will then have an interview with MSC staff 

early in Term 4 and selection will be based on both the 

responses to the selection criteria and the interview 

performance.  

Please note that there is a cost associated with the 

program. The total cost will depend on the duration of 

the term, however this year’s MSC students were 

charged $1050 for a ten week program.  

For more information, check out the website 

http://www.snowyriver.vic.edu.au/ or, contact Nathan 

Wallace 5147 1790.  
 

Music 

Kimberley Bramstedt 

Music Coordinator 

 

 

Buses 2018 

Kath Shepheard 

Attendance/Bus Coordinator 

Your child should have brought home a bus permission 

form for 2018. If you have not completed one and they 

intend to travel by country buses, please ask them to collect 

one at the front office or call Kath Shepheard on 5147 1790. 

These forms should have been in by the end of August.  

http://www.alpineschool.vic.edu.au/
http://www.alpineschool.vic.edu.au/
http://www.snowyriver.vic.edu.au/
http://www.gnurad-gundidj.vic.edu.au/
http://www.snowyriver.vic.edu.au/
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Visual Arts News 

Fiona Ray 

Arts Coordinator 

This year Maffra Secondary College will be running our ART 

show a little differently. . . 

 We are asking students to submit an artwork, rather 

than the work being selected by staff.  

 There will be 3 categories 'years 7-8, 9-10 and VCE-

VCAL'.  

 This isn't just for students studying art this 

semester, it is open to all students.  

 Your work can be something you have created at 

home, it doesn't need to be something you have 

created in class, but it does need to be 100% your 

own work.  

 Entry forms will be available from the front office 

from Monday 14th of August. 

 Our Art Show will be held in term 4, date TBC. 

Stay tuned for more 

information, but get creating!  

 

Gippsland Art Gallery is 

offering the opportunity for 

30 students’ years 7-11 to 

attend a two hour 

printmaking workshop run by 

local artist Gill Kline at our 

school. Gill Kline is a 

Briagolong-based printmaker who makes mostly linocuts 

and etchings. Students will have the opportunity to create a 

lino print under the guidance and Gill and Education 

Coordinator Georgina Glanville from Gippsland Art Gallery 

on Thursday the 7th of September. This workshop is free to 

attend, and any students interested will need to sign up for 

the workshop at the Arts staffroom before Tuesday 5th of 

September. Remember there is only 30 spots available, so 

sign up quick. 

Gill is wanting to generate some interest in printmaking with 

young people in the local area and this is a great 

opportunity to learn about the printing process. It is also a 

timely opportunity with the Gippsland Art Gallery’s biennial 

celebration of printmaking opening at the gallery on the 2nd 

of September. Student may well be inspired to visit the 

exhibition and who knows, perhaps enter their work next 

year. 

For more information, see Miss Ray in the Arts Staffroom. 

The Gippsland Print 

Award—introduced in 

2015—is an open entry 

award exhibition that 

showcases the ingenuity 

and creativity of artists 

and this marvellously 

enduring medium. The 

Gippsland Print Award is 

a $5,000 prize for 

printmaking open to all 

artists living and 

working in Australia, for 

prints that have been 

completed since 

September 2015. For 

more information, see 

Miss Ray in the Arts 

Staffroom. 

Sports News 

Netball championships 

On the 16th of August 2017, an intermediate team was 

chosen to compete in a Victorian school netball 

championships competition in Sale. The people who were 

chosen for the team were Mikayla Underwood, Annie Bass, 

Keily Nikolajew, Lindsay Coridas, Shayla McNamara, Bridie 

Williamson, Marnie Davis and Narelle brown. Our coach was 

Loueen Smith. 

Over the whole day, we 

played three games 

and won one out of 

four. As it was a very 

windy day, the 

shooters struggled a 

lot but everyone 

worked as a team and 

kept positive every 

game. We have all 

made a very strong 

friendship from this 

team and loved the day out with Bu. it was a great 

experience and we all enjoyed ourselves a lot, we are 

looking forward to competing again next year. 

Shayla McNamara and Marnie Davis  

Image c/o Gippsland Art Gallery 

exhibition_gippsland_art_gallery_whats_on_2017 
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Wellbeing   
 

Kelly Duncan 

Wellbeing Leader 

Hello everyone, I am the new Wellbeing Leader replacing 

Emily Boyle while she is on maternity leave.  I am so happy 

to be a part of your vibrant, active school and it is great to 

see some familiar faces around the school grounds.  Please 

drop in or phone Wellbeing to introduce yourselves, as I will 

be hoping to get to know as many people as I can, whilst I 

am here. 

 

Wellbeing have been busy overseeing the School Wide 

Positive Behaviour Support Program (SWPBS) and students 

have been learning about what behaviour is expected at this 

school.  Classes have run with the following topics:  

 I listen while others are talking 

 I am responsible for my own learning 

Please talk to the students about these topics and what they 

have learnt, as this can support their learning. 

Next term there will be a focus on: 

 I use appropriate language, volume and tone. 

 

Alongside all of the work we do with students and SWPBS 

there is also a parent matrix (see below) to assist parents to 

work with the School to support their child with their 

learning. Please read this and if you have any questions or 

comments please contact Kelly at Wellbeing: 

 

In other Wellbeing news - Trish Newgreen has been running 

Girls Group for Year 9 girls this term and they look like they 

are really enjoying it – some of the topics covered are: stress 

management, self esteem, relaxation and meditation.  Boys 

Group is also running with Gerard Abdoo, our School 

Chaplain and the boys are enjoying the sessions.  This is 

held in the Mens Shed and covers the importance of all 

relationships, potential, courage, acceptance, trust, team 

building and resilience.  
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Performing Arts News 
Sarah Whitwam 

School Production Director 

Peter Pan 
Through the Arts and special productions like these, our 

students gain invaluable learning opportunities, chance for 

personal growth, new friendships and a great sense of 

achievement. But more than this we can guarantee they are 

making memories that they will look back on and cherish 

for many years to come. 

Fi Ray 

 

Peter pan was an awesome play to be in. It was a great thing 

to add to my last year of school. Productions are such an 

amazing way to connect year levels and build school spirit. 

The cast and crew worked really well together under the 

direction and guidance of the wonderful Mrs Whitwam and 

Miss Ray. I’m excited to come back to watch the future 

Maffra Secondary Productions.  

Olive Capurso 

 

Doing the production has been really helpful. I have made 

lots of friends in the older years. My cousin Ali was in the 

play and now we have a closer connection together. I have 

also learnt about drama terms, how smoke machines work 

and how to be quiet! 

A big thanks to Ms “Whitty” and Miss Ray. The effort, 

persistence and time, as well as the dedication they have 

put in has been phenomenal.  

 

The production has been an amazing experience for me. 

Lily Dierickx 

 

 

To work closely with Fi Ray and oversee the coming 

together of a production such as Peter Pan was both a 

process and a privilege. The students involved in the play 

demonstrated exceptional qualities that transcended the 

demand of the rehearsals and the elation of performance. 

The students showed commitment and creativity. They 

followed direction and persevered to polish a piece of 

theatre we were all very proud of. Within this process I saw 

the building of friendships and generous collaborations 

between students of all ages as well as a level of backstage 

professionalism that helped the production to proceed 

positively. 

 

As a creative process the production is an incredible 

opportunity for students to be involved in, offering both 

opportunities to make connections in the school 

community and develop personal skills in communication, 

performance and design. There is also a feeling of purpose, 

especially when you hear the delightful laughter from an 

audience of young students from the local primary school – 

giggling about the onstage antics. 

 

 

To the cast and crew I say thank 

you, and to the friends and 

family that supported the 

process, I extend my gratitude.  

And to Fi Ray I want to express 

my endless admiration of the 

rhythm and creativity she 

conveyed both in the production 

and tirelessly across the Arts at 

Maffra Secondary College. 

 

Sarah “Whitty” Whitwam 
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2017 Sports Uniform 

New girls shorts now available 
 

It is recommended to place an order as there is limited stock on hand  
                    
 

 
 

SIZING CHART FOR NEW SPORTS UNIFORM 
 
 

 

 Polo's and 

Track 
Jackets 

 
4 

 
6 

 
8 

 
10 

 
12 

 
14 

 
16 

 Shorts & 

Track 

pants 

 
4 

 
6 

 
8 

 
10 

 
12 

 
14 

 
16 

To Fit Chest 

Measuring: 
60 64 68 75 80 86 90 To Fit Waist 

Measuring: 

 
56 

 
58 

 
60 

 
62 

 
64 

 
66 

 
70 

  
 Polo's and 

Track 
Jackets 

S M L XL 2XL 
3X
L 

4X
L 

  Shorts & 

Track 

pants 

S M L XL 
2X
L 

3XL 
4X
L 

 
To Fit Chest 

Measuring: 

 
95 

 
100 

 
10
5 

 
11
0 

 
115 

 
12
0 

 
125 

 
To Fit Waist 

Measuring: 

 
75 

 
80 

 
85 

 
90 

 
95 

 
100 

 
10
5 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------- 

 

MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 
 

Student Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Sizes 8 10 12 14 16 S M L XL 2XL 3XL Unit 

Price 

TOTAL 

PRICE 

Sport Polo            $50.00  

Boy Sport Short            $39.00  

*NEW* Girl Sport 

Short 

           $45.00  

Track Top            $90.00  

Track Pants            $60.00  

Hat            $10.00  

            TOTAL  

 

Cash/Cheque accepted on day of collection 

Eftpos available at main office prior to collection 

 

All other school uniform items can be purchased from: 

Stobies Mensland, Maffra  
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Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

4th Sep 

- 

8th Sep 

Amy Semmens 

 

Christina Cooper 

 

Kate Steinmann 

 
Linda Cam 

Julia Miller 

Kimberley Davies 

11th  Sep 

- 

15th  Sep 

Sandra Dekkers 

Tamsyn Lenn”e 

Fiona Channing 

Belinda Channing 

Kate Mirams 

Emma Williamson 
Jessica Jorcobi Kerry Flett 

18th  Sep 

- 

22nd  Sep 

HELP 

NEEDED 

HELP 

NEEDED 

HELP 

NEEDED 

Kim Marchesi 

Linda Cam 

Parent Teacher 

Interviews –  

No Canteen Duty 

9th Oct 

- 

13th Oct 

Sandra Dekkers 

Tamsyn Lenn”e 

Fiona Channing 

Irene Devisser 

Kate Mirams 

Emma Williamson 
Jessica Jorcobi 

Kimberley Davies 

Julia Miller 

16th Oct 

- 

20th Oct 

Jessica Theodore Christina Cooper 
HELP 

NEEDED 

Kim Marchesi 

Linda Cam 

Kerry Flett 

HELP NEEDED 

Thank you again for all helpers that continuously help out in our canteen, your assistance is greatly appreciated.   
 As you can see there are many gaps due to volunteers working. It would be greatly appreciated if you could help out 

for either a recess or a lunch shift on any of these days.  
 Please give Tracey a call on 51471790 if you would like to help out. Thank you. Tracey 

2017 CANTEEN ROSTER  

Maffra Secondary College 

2018 Debutante 

Presentation Ball 
 

Compulsory meeting on Thursday 21st 

September 2017 

 

Maffra Secondary College Senior 

Years Study Centre  

 

For all Debutantes, their partners and 

parents. 
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