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OVERVIEW OF YEAR 10 AT MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE  
 

This handbook outlines our Year 10 Program at Maffra Secondary College, specifically designed to meet 

the needs of Year 10 students in our community. Information is provided about a variety of aspects of 

the school including core subjects, special programs, supports, electives, VET and VCE options. We hope 

that you are as excited about this program as we are. Please contact Brett Hudson (Year 10 Leader) or 

Kim Gardiner (Year 10 Assistant Leader) if you wish to discuss any issues that you may have in regard to 

the subject selection process. 

 
The Year 10 Curriculum at Maffra Secondary College aims to engage our students by focusing not only 

on the development of pathways but also on learning directed towards students’ learning styles and 

interests. Our College aims to provide each student with a unique and innovative learning experience. 

 
Our Year 10 learning program is designed to: 

 
• Engage students in the classroom and through positive learning experiences outside the 

classroom. This will include work experience. 

• Allow students to explore new ideas and accept new challenges. 

• Provide opportunities to students to experience real learning related to their interests, skills and 

pathways. 

• Allow students greater independence and the opportunity to develop life skills and qualities. 

• Offer students a challenging and engaging academic and personal program. 

• Allow students to take more responsibility for their decisions.  

   

An example program is listed below. 

 
 Example  A B C D E F 

Year 10  
English 1 Maths 1 Elective Elective Elective Elective/VCE 

English 2 Maths 2 Elective Elective Elective Elective/VCE 

*Note- If Indonesian Language is selected, it must be chosen for semesters one and two. 

 
CORE SUBJECTS 

 
All Year 10 students are required to complete studies in the core areas of English and Mathematics. Within 

each of these compulsory domain areas, students can choose their appropriate level of challenge 

through choice of subjects within English and Mathematics. Teachers will assist with a recommendation.  
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

 

Students have an enriched choice by electing their remaining eight units at year 10. To ensure they can 

pursue various pathways throughout their schooling and beyond, they will be encouraged to elect a 

program that they will enjoy, be successful in and also has a breadth of learning experiences.  

 

ADVANCED LEARNING PROGRAM  

 

Students who have demonstrated that they have the learning habits and thinking skills required to be 

successful in a VCE or VET subject will be invited to participate in our Advanced Learning Program at Year 

10, if they choose.  Those students who have consistently shown high levels of academic achievement, 

exemplary attendance, timely submission of work, and excellent learning habits in the classroom will receive 

an invitation early in Term 3.  

 

Invited students have the opportunity to select either a VCE subject or a VET subject.  The list of VCE 

subjects available to Year 10 students is available in this handbook (page 44).  We encourage invited 

students to select a VCE subject they are interested in, or think they will be good at.  This is a great 

opportunity for students to get a ‘head start’ on their VCE and build a better understanding of what is 

required in managing the VCE workload.  Furthermore, students who are successful in their study of a 

Unit 1 and 2 VCE subject in Year 10, can go on to study Units 3 and 4 of that subject in Year 11.  This 

provides an extra Unit 3 and 4 sequence that contributes to ATAR calculation and can boost results. 

 

The list of VET subjects available to Year 10 students is also available (page 44).  VET students travel to 

TAFE each Thursday, and are expected to catch up on learning tasks they miss at school on that day.  

TAFE is an adult learning environment, and students must have the required numeracy, literacy and 

learning skills to be successful.  If invited students are interested in a VET subject, they must complete 

the VET application form, found in the back of this Handbook.  The purpose of the application is for the 

student to explain why they are interested in a particular VET course; VET courses are vocational in 

nature and students should have a genuine interest in careers related to the course of their choice.  It 

should be noted that there is an age restriction for students studying VET – they must be turning 16 in 

the year of starting the course. 

 

Any invited students who select a VCE or VET subject will complete one less Year 10 Elective subject 

each semester as part of their Year 10 program. 

 

Please contact Marie Clark for more information about the advanced learning program: 

marie.clark@education.vic.gov.au 
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HOW DO I CHOOSE MY SUBJECTS? 

 

This advice pertains to Year 10 electives, and students considering VCE/VET subjects. After reading the 

details about each of the options, choose the options you wish to study on the basis of: 

• What are you good at? 

• What do you enjoy doing? 

• What will take you to where you want to go in the longer term? 

 
We will try to give students options from their first choices, however this is sometimes not possible. 

Students should therefore rank as many electives as they can on their subject selection sheet to 

maximise their chances of studying subjects they have an interest in. 

 
Each student will have an individual Course Counselling session with our Careers Counsellor, Marie Clark, 

to discuss their pathway and subject selection.  At this session, they will complete their subject selection 

form. Fees for any high cost electives (or a payment plan in place) will be payable by the end of Term 3 

to secure a place in chosen electives. 

 

Key Dates and Deadlines 

- Handbook available during Week One, Term Three to read before the Careers Expo. 

- Information discussed at the MSC Careers Expo (Wednesday 21st July). 

- Individual Careers Counselling sessions for Year 9 (2021) students going into year 10 in 2022: 

Wednesday 28th July, Thursday 29th July, Friday 30th July, Monday 2nd August.  Parents are welcome 

at these sessions: please book online using Compass – Conferences – Year 9 into 10 Course 

Counselling. 

- High-cost electives (>$50) must be paid, or a payment plan in place, by Friday 17th September 

(End of term 3) to secure a place in the elective. 
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ADVANCED NOTICE: Changes to Senior Education Certificate – 2023  
  

After extensive consultation and review, the VCAA have announced that from 2023, the current Victorian 

Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) will no longer exist as a separate Senior School Certificate / 

qualification.  Students will study either the VCE as it currently stands, or the Vocational Major stream of the 

VCE, or a new certificate called Foundation Pathways, which is for students who are not yet ready for VCE, 

vocational training or otherwise. 

 

While there are still a number of decisions to be made by VCAA regarding the structure of the new, integrated 

certificate, the advice we have is that vocational pathways and opportunities including VET and structured 

work placement will be part of the qualification, along with opportunities to study practical and theory-based 

VCE subjects. 

 

We will continue to work with all students on an individual basis on their chosen pathway, to provide each 

student with the best opportunity to reach their goals and begin their career after secondary school. 

 
Progress to Years 11 and 12 – advanced notice for current Year 9’s 
 

Students at Year 10 will proceed to Year 11 provided they have demonstrated the following:  

 Regular timely submission of work in all classes  

 An average progress report score of at least 3.0, demonstrating satisfactory learning habits 

 Exemplary attendance  

 

In addition to the above criteria, there are additional recommendations that a student should consider before 

undertaking studies in certain Maths and Science VCE subjects. 

 Mathematical Methods: it is highly recommended that students complete the maths subject ‘Pre-

methods’ at Year 10, and achieve a satisfactory understanding of the content 

 Chemistry and/or Physics: it is highly recommended that students complete the science subject 

‘Physical Science’ at Year 10, and achieve a satisfactory understanding of the content 

 English Language: students who wish to study VCE English Language must be at least 6 months 

above the standard in their Year 10 English report to be considered. 

 

Students who do not meet the criteria for promotion may be required to complete a further year of Year 10 

studies to ensure they have the necessary content knowledge and skills to meet the requirements of the new, 

integrated Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE).  Other methods to demonstrate this will be considered in 

consultation with families.  Special Consideration may be granted depending on individual circumstances.  

 

Students who are considering vocational pathways (including TAFE and work placement) will need to 

demonstrate that they can be successful in an adult learning environment and / or workplace. 

 

 



MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 7 

 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS 

 
In Year 10, we continue to provide students with a large range of opportunities to participate in 

programs which allow students to pursue their interests and develop to their full potential. Each year 

we review our programs with a view to expanding and improving them, whilst ensuring our focus 

remains on learning. Some of the programs available to Year 10 students include: 

 

YEAR 10 CAMP  

 
Year 10 students are invited to attend a camp 

to Tasmania, Queensland or Central Australia 

as part of their program. The focus of the camp 

is to allow students to experience some of 

Australia’s culture, history and landscape. They 

explore historical landmarks and learn about 

  history of the locations visited.  

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

  
Year 10 will have the opportunity to complete a week of work experience. Students will prepare for this 

week placement by having to find their own host employer, as well as organise travel and work 

arrangements. Each year 10 student will have to complete the legal requirements of safe at work 

certificates. Students will also investigate career paths including resumes and cover letters. 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

 

Students involved in leadership at year 10 

contribute to whole school initiatives, as well as 

driving year 10 student improvement outcomes. 

The year 10 staff team focus on developing 

student leaders to become life leaders and 

building their capacity to influence the culture of 

the year level but also the wider learning 

community. Year 10 captains will also be invited 

to be a part of school council. 
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COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 

ENGLISH IN YEAR 10 

 

YEAR 10 LITERACY (PRE-FOUNDATION PATHWAYS) 
 

Please note: entry into Year 10 Literacy is by Invitation Only. Student numbers are capped in this 

class, allowing the teacher to provide the appropriate support to students with higher needs in the 

area of literacy. 

Year 10 Literacy prepares Year 10 students for a Foundation Pathways course at Year 11 and 12, or the 

Vocational Major stream of the VCE.  Students will gain valuable, real-world skills in reading, writing and 

oral communication.  The focus of the Foundation Pathways program is on practical skills which can be 

applied in the workplace, and which will be relevant to students who are looking to transition into full time 

work, or vocational study (TAFE).  After studying Year 10 Literacy, students will have the choice of either 

continuing into a Foundation Pathways certificate at Year 11, or moving into the Vocational Major of the 

VCE, subject to teacher recommendation and careers counselling.  Please be aware that by undertaking this 

subject, students will not have developed the pre-requisite skills to access VCE English. 

 

YEAR 10 MAINSTREAM ENGLISH 

 
The Year 10 Mainstream English course is aimed at students 

intending to complete VCE or vocational pathways. Students will 

produce, study and respond critically to spoken, written and visual 

texts created for a wide range of audiences and purposes. They will 

explore and interpret different perspectives on complex issues and 

analyse how different texts are likely to be interpreted by different 

groups. Students will learn a variety of approaches to literacy 

including: reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

 

Students will look at texts including: novels, short stories, film, poetry, 

newspapers and television. They will complete a range of tasks 

including: analytical and creative writing, oral presentations and an 

exam. 

 

Students may choose to follow Year 10 English with VCE English or 

VCE English Language. 
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MATHEMATICS IN YEAR 10 

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both 

a framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and 

precise. It also provides a means by which people can understand and manage their environment. The 

study of Mathematics is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical 

learning in a way which takes into account the needs and aspirations of all students. It is also designed 

to promote students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in a technological 

society, and confidence in making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. 

 

There are 2 possible courses to undertake in Year 10; students will be recommended by their Year 9 

Mathematics teacher as to which one would be suitable: 

 Pre – General (leads to General Maths in year 11)

 Pre – Methods (leads to Maths Methods in year 11)

 

 
 

Calculators required for the subjects are as follows: 

 Scientific Calculator – All subjects

 TI-Nspire CX – Year 11 General, Year 12 Further, Year 11 

and 12 Specialist, Year 10 Pre-methods, Year 11 

Methods

 Mathematica Software (provided by school) –Year 12 

Maths Methods only

 

Skills include: 

 Measurement

 Linear Relationships

 Financial Maths

 Trigonometry

 Statistics

 Algebra

 

 

 

 
 

Scientific TI-Nspire CX 
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PRE-GENERAL 

This course is a continuation of Year 9 Mathematics and is intended to provide students with the required 

preparation for VCE General Mathematics and Further Mathematics. (Not Mathematical 

Methods)Topics to be studied include: Measurement, Networks, Matrices, Linear Algebra, 

Trigonometry, Geometry, Financial Maths, Probability and Statistics.

 

Assessment 

Satisfactory completion for this unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated 

achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Assessment tasks will include projects, tests, 

problem solving and technology based assessments. 

 

PRE-METHODS 

This course will have a larger problem solving focus than the other Year 10 courses and aims to prepare 

students for VCE Maths Methods.Topics to be studied include: Measurement, Indices and Surds, Linear 

Algebra, Quadratic Algebra, Trigonometry, Linear Relations, Quadratic Graphs, Probability and Statistics.

 

Assessment 

Satisfactory completion for this unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated 

achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Assessment tasks will include projects, tests, 

problem solving and technology based assessments 
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ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

Year 10 students are permitted to select between seven (students doing Indonesian Language, VCE or VET 

subject) and eight elective units. These subjects have been designed to integrate a range of key learning 

domains, whilst giving students practical experiences that relate to further studies and work in these areas. 

Students will need to consider their interests and future pathways when selecting their electives. 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 

Cost: $0 

 
Accounting and Finance is a practical unit in which students will learn the basic concepts relating to 

accounting, with a focus on book-keeping and managing finances for clubs and small businesses. Students 

will learn fundamental accounting terminology and techniques including cash flow statements, journal 

entries, profit and loss statements and balance sheets. Students will participate in a range of practical 

exercises to develop their understanding of what is involved in managing finances. 

Skills include: 

 Accounting terminology 

 Basic book-keeping practices 

 Analysis and advice for clubs and small businesses. 

 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
Cost: $50 

 

Agricultural Science develops students’ knowledge and understanding of scientific principles within the 

specialised area of agriculture. The course aims to provide a variety of practical experiences in a wide range 

of important agricultural enterprises. It is designed for students interested in managing their own farm, 

pursuing a professional career in one of the many agricultural fields or has a strong interest in agriculture. 

This subject also complements the other science subjects. Students will be involved with animal husbandry, 

crop trials, animal breeding programs, field observations and agriculture based experiments.  

 

The subject provides pathways for students who wish to equip themselves for a wide range of careers within 

the rural sector – whether working or managing a farm, or accessing post-secondary study or training that 

leads to careers such as marketing, agronomy, veterinary science or agricultural research. Students’ 

theoretical learning is supported by practical activities on local farms that are used for livestock, cropping 

and pasture production. Students will: research, implement and maintain an enterprise, complete an 

evaluation report on their enterprise and research past/present and future farming practises. 

 

Areas of Study: 

- Agronomy: Soil structure and crop production 

- Animal Production Enterprise 

- Ethical and sustainable food production  

- Farm management project (Agroecology) 
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BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  
Cost $0 

The Economics and Business curriculum explores the ways in which individuals, families, the community, 

workers, businesses, and governments make decisions in relation to the allocation of resources. It enables 

students to understand the process of economic and business decision-making at the personal, local, 

national, regional, and global levels and the effects of these decisions on themselves and others, now and in 

the future. Students learn to appreciate the interdependence of decisions made and develop the knowledge, 

understanding and skills that will inform and encourage them to participate in, and contribute to, the 

economy.  

 

The subject also gives students an introduction to the structure and running of a business. Working as a 

part of a team, students will research, select, and design a product which will be sold at school. Students 

can produce and sell their product with a view to measuring profit and reflecting on how they can improve 

their business idea. Students will undertake a variety of marketing, sales, and accounting activities. 

 

Skills include: 

 Consider Greenfield start-up business scenarios 

 Experiment with a business start-up  

 Define key economic concepts and terms and use them appropriately 

 Evaluate strengths and weaknesses 

 Evaluate the costs and benefits associated with a range of economic decisions  

 Interpret and analyse statistical and graphical data  

 Acquire economic information from a range of sources  

 

CREATIVE WRITING 
Cost: $132 

In Creative Writing, you will write in a range of styles, including short stories, poetry, novellas, 

memoirs, songs and scripts. The subject will use a workshop model, in which you will share and give 

feedback on each other’s writing. You will also research and explore the publishing industry and 

avenues for publication. 

 

The cost involved is to attend the Melbourne Writers Festival, where you will have the 

opportunity to meet and network with authors and other students. 

 

Skills include: 

 Writing imaginatively 

 Creative and critical thinking 

 Giving feedback 

 Proofreading and editing at a professional standard 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
Cost: $0 

 

Digital Technologies is a unit based on problem solving skills. Students apply thinking skills when 

dealing with networked systems when accessing data, and when dealing with the security and privacy 

of data. They look at security practices and techniques used to compress data. 

 

When analysing problems, students consider the functional and non-functional requirements of a 

solution by interacting with clients and regularly reviewing processes. They consolidate their algorithmic 

design skills to incorporate testing and review, and further develop their understanding of the user 

experience to incorporate a wider variety of user needs. Students develop modular solutions to complex 

problems using an object-oriented programming language where appropriate. 

 

Students progressively become more skilled at identifying the steps involved in planning solutions and 

developing detailed plans that are mindful of risks and sustainability requirements. When creating 

solutions, both individually and collaboratively, and sharing them online, students comply with legal 

obligations, particularly with respect to the ownership of information. 

 

Skills include: 

 Problem solving skills – Analysis, Design, Development and Evaluation 

 Collaboration skills 

 Object-oriented programming skills 

 

DRAMA 
  Cost: $15 

 

Drama is a creative and challenging class that te l l s  stories, explores ideas and identity, makes sense 

of the world and communicates meaning through performance. In Year 10 Drama, students will 

explore, research and experiment with different Theatrical Styles and Conventions. Exploring and 

interpreting play scripts from the pre-modern and modern era. Students will apply the stages of 

the production process to create a performance. They will research and experiment with different stage 

craft’s like acting, set, costume and lighting and work collaboratively as a production team to create 

a piece for performance. 

 

Skills include: 

- Expressive Skills 

- Researching 

- Brainstorming 

- Improvising 

- Scripting 

- Rehearsing 

- Performances Skills 

- Confidence 

- Communication 

- Collaboration 

 

Students will have the opportunity to attend a live theatre performance and workshop to expand their 

understanding of how dramatic elements, expressive skills and various stagecraft work together to 

create theatre as art. 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH   

Cost: $282 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh is an internationally recognised scheme that encourages self-development, 

participation and personal growth. Maffra Secondary College is a registered provider and currently has 

several students completing their bronze and silver awards. Students need to show commitment to a 

physical recreation, a community service and improve a skill. The school will run 2 overnight bushwalks 

which will enable students to complete both their Adventurous Journey practice and assessment. Year 10 

students wishing to enrol to complete their Duke of Edinburgh at the school will need to select Duke of 

Edinburgh as an elective subject. The three components for Duke of Ed that need to be completed (physical 

recreation, a community service and improve a skill) go for 6 months (unless they did not complete the 

Bronze Award first and then one component will go for 12 months). As a semester based elective, students 

will need to finish off the components outside of the subject.  The cost of $282 includes the silver award 

booklet, two camps, an internationally recognised certificate upon completion and insurance for all activities 

performed.  

 

Skills include: 

 physical recreation,  

 community service and  

 improve a skill 

 

FOOD STUDIES - CAFÉ 101 
Cost: $150 

 

What is required for the successful operation of a hospitality business? How does planning, selection 

and design influence the success of the business? Students will investigate the practical side of running 

a restaurant/café/bistro. Through scenario’s, students will plan a variety of aspects that they will face in 

the hospitality business. Students will also participate in a range of food technology activities aimed to 

enhance their skills in the kitchen. By applying their knowledge about food and the hospitality industry, 

the students will prepare and present food at retail standard. 

 

Skills include: 

 Food preparation and presentation 

 Sensory analysis 

 Investigation and analysis 

 Design in response to a brief 

 Excursions to a range of cafes to complete research, pricing and investigate marketing 

strategies 
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FOOD STUDIES- FABULOUS FOODS 
Cost: $150  

 

Students with an interest in food will have the opportunity to explore a variety of food production 

techniques. Students will develop their knowledge by investigating and producing a variety of foods. 

They will participate in a range of food related activities, taste testing an exciting range of food products 

and presentations such as chocolate, herbs and spices and barbeque cooking which will stimulate their 

knowledge and enthusiasm of food. With a focus on new technologies and food trends, they will 

investigate, design and develop a range of exciting products. Students will participate in weekly 

production classes, regular taste testing and visits to local food establishments. 

 

Skills include: 

 Food preparation and presentation 

 Sensory analysis 

 Investigation and analysis  

 Design in response to a brief 

 

GENERAL SCIENCE 
Cost: $0 

 

How does the development of scientific theories influence our knowledge of the world? 

 

How is Science relevant to our future, the world in which we live and our society? 

General Science will provide students with opportunities to develop their critical thinking skills and 

build on their understanding of important scientific concepts so that they can make informed, evidence-

based decisions about local, national and global issues. Students will learn about the dynamic, 

collaborative and creative nature of Science, which stems from our curiosity and desire to make sense 

of our world. Through scientific inquiry, students will investigate the development and refinement of 

scientific theories and see how scientific explanations change as new evidence arises. Ever wondered 

about the origin of the Universe? Or what all the fuss is about Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution? Or 

how scientists discovered DNA, the building blocks of life? Students will investigate speed and 

acceleration by undertaking their own scientific investigations to see how this scientific knowledge is 

relevant to their everyday life. Students will make sense of chemicals and materials around us by 

experiencing a range of investigations. Students will experience how different types of reactions help us 

to develop new materials for sustainable use in the future, for example metals and plastics.  

 

Areas of study:  

 Evidence is Everything (Evolution, Big Bang, DNA and Genetics) 

 Motion (Speed and Acceleration) 

 Matter (Elements, Chemical Reactions and Materials) 

 

Skills developed include: 

 Developing questions and hypotheses

 Planning and conducting scientific investigations

 Collecting data and constructing graphs, keys, models and formulas

 Analysing patterns 
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 Evaluating data and methodologies, drawing conclusions

 Communicating scientific ideas and concepts

 Developing problem solving skills

 

It is strongly recommended that students intending on studying a VCE Science subject in 2023 

complete a full year of studies in science at Year 10, which is made up of General Science and one of 

Life Science or Physical Science. 

 

GLOBAL HEALTH 
Cost: $0  

Are you interested in examining world health issues and inequalities with the idea of studying Health and 

Human Development in Year 11?   

Prerequisite: 

Must have score at least 9.0 or above in Health Victorian Curriculum Levels. 

What we do: 

This course will provide you with the fundamental understanding of world health issues and trends. 

Through the study of both Sustainable Development Goals and the roles of government and non-

government organisations you will examine global and local approaches taken to reduce these variations.  

What we learn: 

Students will learn to analyse the accessibility of Australia’s health care system Medicare. Examine how 

Sustainable Development Goals are being addressed across the world. Investigate the roles of 

government and non-government organisations in improving health and wellbeing as well as exploring 

human rights inequalities 

What you will be assessed on: 

• Global health profile – written theory task 

• Effort and participation and learning growth in practical sessions 

• Sustainable Development Goals – written theory task 

 

HISTORY OF THE MODERN WORLD 

Cost: $0 

 

History of the Modern World looks at Australia from 1918 to the present, it has an emphasis on Australia 

in its global context. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia’s social, cultural, economic 

and political development. The transformation of the modern world during a time of political turmoil, 

global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding Australia’s 

development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing. What were the 

consequences of World War II? How did these consequences shape the modern world? How was 



MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 17 

 

 

Australian society affected by other significant global events and changes in this period? 

 

Skills include: 

 Chronology & Timelines 

 Using historical sources as evidence 

 Change over time 

 Analysing causes and effect 

 Determining historical significance 

 

 

INDONESIAN (Year-long subject) 

Cost: $40 

 

This is a year-long subject that would prepare students 

for continuing language into VCE. Students will 

continue to develop their communication skills in both 

written and spoken Indonesian. Students will build on 

their vocabulary and there will be an increasing focus on 

grammatical structures, especially the system of affixation.  

Topics may include aspirations and future careers, town and country 

life and the environment. Students will use material from a variety 

of contemporary sources and will respond to and create personal, 

descriptive, imaginative and informative texts for a range of 

purposes. 

Students will also have the opportunity to act as peer tutors either 

with Year 7 or local primary schools. 

Assessment will be continuous and focus on language acquisition 

and the use of language in spoken and written in both formal and 

informal situations. 

 

Skills include: 

 Communicating in the target language in both oral and written 

forms 

 Developing inter-cultural awareness 
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LEGAL MATTERS 

  Cost: $0 

 

Legal Matters builds student knowledge on the role of the law in Victoria. Students will explore the function 

of laws, who makes the law and how this happens. They will focus on areas of law which are relevant to 

young people, or under the spotlight in the media. Students will investigate the effectiveness of particular 

laws and how they need to respond to change. They will be required to keep up to date with the latest legal 

issues and participate in class discussions.  The focus of any particular semester is likely to be influenced by 

current events. 

 

Skills include: 

 Build understanding of legal terminology  

 Discuss and interpret legal principles  

 Investigation of current legal issues 

 Critical thinking about the effectiveness of laws in the community  

 Creative thinking about how Australia’s legal system could be improved  

 Apply legal knowledge to case study scenario 

 

LIFE SCIENCE 

Cost: $0 

 

Imagine you are part of a research team that designs a drug that can cure motor neuron disease. Imagine you 

are part of a research team that has uncovered DNA that could be used to recreate the Woolly Mammoth. 

 

Life Science is highly recommended for students considering studying VCE Biology, Psychology, Chemistry 

or Environmental Science. In Life Science, students will have the opportunity to develop an understanding 

of how Science is used to solve current health and environmental problems. Through scientific inquiry, 

students will investigate technologies and research used in the science fields of biochemistry, medical and 

gene technology, and environmental engineering. Students independently design and undertake scientific 

investigations to test hypotheses using a range of inquiry skills, including identifying variables and drawing 

evidence-based conclusions. They learn how enzymes influence the rate of reactions and use atomic 

symbols and balanced chemical equations to summarise chemical reactions. They explain the role of DNA 

and genes in genetic inheritance and protein synthesis, and explore the causes and treatments for infectious 

and non-infectious diseases. Students learn how global systems rely on interactions involving between 

Earth’s spheres, and explore how advances in scientific understanding can lead to development of 

technologies and generate solutions to contemporary problems such as Climate Change.  This subject 

enables students to bridge the gap between their developing science knowledge and its application in the 

real world.  

Areas of study:  

 Biochemistry 

 Cell biology 

 Disease 

 Biomedical engineering (drug design and gene editing) 
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 Earth Science (Climate change) 

 Environmental engineering 

 

Skills developed include: 

 Developing questions and hypotheses

 Planning and conducting scientific investigations

 Collecting data and constructing graphs, keys, models and formulas

 Analysing patterns 

 Evaluating data and methodologies, drawing conclusions

 Communicating scientific ideas and concepts

 Developing problem solving skills

 

It is strongly recommended that students intending on studying a VCE Science subject in 2023 

complete a full year of studies in science at Year 10, which is made up of General Science and one 

of Life Science or Physical Science. 

 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
Cost: $50 

 

Music Performance is all about performing. There are two aspects to this course: students will work on 

developing their music performance skills on a chosen instrument or voice, and will explore the use of 

technology in composition.  Students will develop skills on a chosen instrument as a group or individual, 

developing their rehearsal and performance skills. They will continue to develop their music theory and 

aural skills through a series of exercises and worksheets. 

 

Students will focus on jazz and contemporary music. They complete research on jazz styles, composers 

and improvisers and work towards including improvisation into their performance pieces. Students will 

learn how everyday sounds can be used to create music and will create a piece of music to a given 

design brief. This unit will prepare students who are wishing to take Music at VCE whilst also offering 

a creative and enjoyable outlet for those who show an interest in this subject. 

 

Skills include: 

 Music performance and composition 

 Music production and technology 

 Research and analysis 
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PEER SUPPORT 
Cost: $0 

 

This program is designed for Year 10 students to be involved in the classrooms of Year 7 students in a 

supportive capacity. The Year 10 students will choose a particular Year 7 class and will support the 

teacher and students in the running of the lesson. Year 10 students will be expected to negotiate their 

role in the classroom with the classroom teacher and there will be opportunities to run peer support 

activities and other relevant activities with the Year 7 group. The Year 7 students will be aware of the 

Year 10 students working in their class and the Year 10 students will be working in a “buddy” capacity. 

The Year 7 students will be able to look to their peer support leaders for support both in the classroom 

and in the yard. There will be training for the Year 10 peer support leaders and the training will 

incorporate the following areas: 

 

. Leadership 

. Communication skills 

. Group management 

. Social skills 

. Planning skills 

. Negotiating skills 

. Listening skills 

. Confidence building 

 

This is a cross age group activity which is hands on and practical. It will improve the outlook of Year 7 

students in the school and enhance their school safety and well-being. It is basically a “win-win” for all 

involved. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA 

Cost: $15 

 

This is an exciting unit based around photography, editing photos, creating your own film and analysing 

film. Areas covered include learning photography skills, photography knowledge and following 

photography tutorials; storyboarding for film, filming, film editing and film presentation. You will learn to 

use Photoshop and iMovie to edit and create inspiring presentations to complete various tasks.  This subject 

will enhance your knowledge of digital technologies and give you the confidence to extend your film and 

photography skills to a whole new level. Enjoy understanding the fundamentals of photography and film 

composition, film production and editing techniques as well as Photoshop fundamentals. 

 

Skills include: 

 Photography techniques 

 Using Photoshop to create photographic compositions 

 Filming and editing techniques 

 Research and analysis 
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Costs: $0 

Imagine if you could develop a new source of power to support a community on Mars. 

Imagine you are a part of a team that designs new nanotechnology materials to survive in subzero 

temperatures. 

Physical Science is highly recommended for students considering studying VCE Physics and/or 

Chemistry. Student will learn how to design and construct electrical circuits and find out how energy is 

transferred in batteries and renewable energy technologies. Students will investigate how science can 

be used to solve problems and to develop new technologies. They will investigate different materials, 

including plastics, ceramics and metals, test their properties and determine what makes them unique. 

Students will learn to write equations for important chemical reactions and use formulas to determine 

key scientific quantities, such as energy, power, current and voltage. This subject will help students 

bridge the gap between their developing science knowledge and its application in the real world. They 

will also develop their inquiry skills by undertaking scientific investigations and a research task of their 

choice. The skills and knowledge students develop in this subject will be relevant to them if they are 

interested in nanotechnology, engineering (e.g. chemical, electrical, civil, aeronautical etc), energy 

production, or other careers in chemistry and physics.  

 

Areas of Study: 

 Electrical circuits 

 Batteries and energy sources 

 Radiation 

 Thermal energy, heating and cooling 

 

Skills developed include: 

 Developing questions and hypotheses

 Planning and conducting scientific investigations

 Collecting data and constructing graphs, keys, models and formulas

 Analysing patterns 

 Evaluating data and methodologies, drawing conclusions

 Communicating scientific ideas and concepts

 Developing problem solving skills

 

It is strongly recommended that students intending on studying a VCE Science subject in 2023 

complete a full year of studies in science at Year 10, which is made up of General Science and one 

of Life Science or Physical Science. 
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PRODUCT DESIGN - TEXTILES 
Costs: $60 plus a trip to Spotlight to purchase materials 

 

Students will utilise a range of design and creative skills to become a fashion designer. They will develop 

techniques associated with textiles to bring their own creations to life! Through the study of fashion in the 

21st Century students will investigate trends and function of the clothing and create a design brief that allows 

them to design, produce and evaluate different products. Students will address design issues and technology 

dilemmas to collaborative produce clothing that can be shown in their own fashion show. 

 

Possible learning activities and assessment: 

• Design brief for different eras 

• Production of clothing of their own design 

• Participation in a collaborative fashion show 

 

PRODUCT DESIGN - WOOD  
Costs: $90 

 

This unit builds on the knowledge developed in Year 9 Woodwork. The unit will introduce more 

advanced information on the range of materials, joining, construction and finishing techniques by 

designing, building and evaluating a Blanket Box, Bedside Table or Cabinet 

 

Skills include: 

- hand and power tool use 

- extend awareness of safe workshop practices. 

- drawing techniques for a blanket box, bedside table or T.V. cabinet 

- complete production planning 

- produce a model 

- evaluate the model along with the production skills and techniques. 

 

SPORT, HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION (SHAPE A)  

Cost: $0  

Are you interested in being physically active through Individual & team games and sports?  

What we do:  

Students will participate in a variety of minor games, team sports and skill building activities. Students will 

design, plan, and implement their own minor game. Students will also participate in a variety of other minor 

games.   

Students will design skill building activities aimed at improving skills in game situations, and will be involved 

in planning and participating in a selected sporting competition. Students will be responsible for some of 

the following within the competition unit: playing, coaching, refereeing, scoring, scheduling, reporting & 

collection of statistics among other roles required for effective competition. Students will also investigate a 

number of health topics such as sexual health and healthcare issues within Australia. Classes will be both 

theoretical and practical.  
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What we learn:  

Students will learn how to create and plan a well-structured and inclusive game. They will also learn about 

the various roles required for the successful running of a competition. Students will assist in planning for 

and implementing a sporting competition that the class will participate in.  

  

What you will be assessed on:  

- Minor Game creation task  

- Presentation, skills and competition created for nominated sport.  

- Health Investigation  

Note: There is a theory and practical component to this course  

 

SPORT, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (SHAPE B) 

Cost: $0 

Are you interested in being physically active through team games and sports? 

What we do: 

Students participate a variety of team sports (both traditional and non-traditional), learning and analysing 

tactical strategies. Students will be responsible for playing, coaching, refereeing, scoring, first aid, 

scheduling, reporting & collection of statistics among other roles required for effective competition. 

Students organise a sporting competition for the class through either peer teaching or SEPEP and will also 

prepare and teach a class to their peers. Students will also investigate a number of health topics. Classes will 

be both theoretical and practical. 

 

What we learn: 

Students will learn about the various roles of local and elite sporting clubs and implement these through in 

class match play & fixtures. Students will plan for and implement a number of sporting competition for the 

class to participate in. 

 

What you will be assessed on: 

- Planning & implementation of a Physical Activity event. 

- Competition Role activity journal. 

- Health Investigation 

 

SPORTS PERFORMANCE 

Cost: $50 

Are you interested in improving your fitness & skills in your chosen sport? Or enhancing your sport specific 

fitness to ensure you have the best chance to be a successful athlete? 

 

Pre-requisite:  

You must be competing in your chosen sport outside of school 
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What we do: 

Students will further develop their skills and sport specific fitness, related to a sport of their choice. To be 

the best athlete possible students will also investigate nutrition, training principles and skill & games 

analysis.  

 

What we learn: 

Students will participate in practical sessions to enhance their sport specific skills, tactics and fitness. To 

complement the skill and fitness development, students will learn about sports nutrition, training methods 

and principles, skill assessment and games analysis. 

 

What you will be assessed on: 

- Training program creation that will improve skills and fitness 

- Ability to perform and critique movement techniques 

- Health investigation 

 

 

STUDIO ART 10 

Cost: $10 (+$30 for students who choose a skateboard deck)  

 

Studio Art 10 involves students developing their drawing and artistic skills. Students will develop their 

printing and drawing skills using their artwork to develop a personal portfolio of their own work. The 

subject also develops skills with wet media and finding ways to express their personal emotions in 

artworks. Students will learn about stencil arts, painting, drawing and print making. They will also create 

mixed media artworks and participate in at least one collaborative artwork. This is a course that will 

develop student art skills and own personal style and would be strongly recommended to students 

wishing to study VCE Studio Art. 

 

Skills include: 

 The Arts 

 Personal development 

 Research and analysis 
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SUMMIT TO SEA 

Cost: $150 

Are you interested in the outdoors, sustainability, conservation and environmental science? 

 

Prerequisites: 

Because this elective includes water-based activities, the ability to swim 200 metres in open water is a 

prerequisite. 

 

What we do: 

With a focus on the outdoor environment, this subject will encourage the investigation of how as humans 

we have impacted on the environment, with key topics being pollution and sustainability. The subject will 

involve a range of extended field trips, which will focus on how environments work, investigating issues and 

developing solutions. Students will also development of a range of skills relating to outdoor activities. There 

will also be localised practical fieldwork to develop their understanding of the health and importance of 

sustaining natural environments. As the program concentrates on mobility activities and preparing students 

for wilderness expeditions it is essential all participants be prepared to be actively involved in all activities 

in varying and sometimes challenging conditions.  

 

What we learn: 

Students will explore the concepts of pollution and sustainability. They will also investigate the effects of 

pollutants and use of outdoor environment of humans and the environments and develop an understanding 

of the role they play in tackling these issues.  They will investigate the health of a particular outdoor 

environment, assess issues and problem solve to develop management ideas to assist in maintain this 

environment. They will also look at practical solutions for society to utilise to reduce their impact on the 

environment. 

 

What you will be assessed on: 

- Investigation – Health of an environment  

- Design task – solutions to combat issues  

- Journal from outdoor experiences 

Please note: This course involves camps 

 

SUPA COACH 

Cost: $100 (+ $80 and pool entry of approx. $14 for students who complete Bronze Medallion) 

Are you interested in gaining the skills and knowledge required to be successful in a coaching 

environment? 

What we do: 

Supa Coach is a practical and engaging option where students explore the field of sport and event 

management. They participate in a range of sessions which will enable them to plan and assist with sporting 

events. They will coach and officiate at primary school sporting events such as athletics, ball games and 

swimming. Supa Coach aims to provide students with a broader knowledge of various games and physical 

activities and develop their coaching skills. Students will be required to complete their Apply First Aid course 

as well as an official coaching and umpiring qualifications or the bronze swimming medallion. 

 



MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 26 

 

 

What we learn: 

Students will learn the fundamentals of organisational and coaching skills, and how to apply them in a 

variety of sporting and activity-based situations. Students will also learn the required knowledge to be 

able to attain a First Aid certificate, as well as coaching qualifications and/or their Bronze Medallion. 

 

What you will be assessed on: 

- Leadership, teamwork and communication – Coaching and officiating in Peer Leadership unit and 

Primary School Athletics, Swimming & Ball Games Units  

- First Aid  

- Bronze Medallion OR Online Coaching & Officiating Courses  

Please note: This course involves qualifications that the student chooses to complete. 

 

TRADE SKILLS 

Cost: $80 

 

This unit aims to develop some of the basic skills that are used across a number of trade areas. This is a 

skill development course from the areas of Building Construction, Metalwork, Welding, Mechanical, 

Work and Safe Work Practices using a hands on approach. This unit attempts to tie the students’ literacy 

and numeracy from mainstream subjects to the working world by involving them in realistic projects. 

Students will gain experience in drawing up plans, liaising with suppliers and trades people, costing out 

projects, problem solving and learning. 

 

Skills include: 

 fundamental skills required in a number of apprenticeship and traineeship areas eg: welding, 

framing, production drawing, accurate marking out etc. 

 make employment and training decisions, about post-school options and senior school 

course selections. 

 act safely and appropriately while using tools and equipment in selected areas. 

 follow instructions in a logical and mature manner; 

 gain vocational skills leading to an apprenticeship or direct employment; 

 be able to set goals and achieve them; 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 

Cost: $15 

 

This is an exciting unit enabling students to apply a range of 2-D drawing and 3-D construction techniques 

to complete a variety of tasks; these include: a tattoo design, designing a small house, constructing a 3-D 

small house and designing a customised magazine cover as well as other design related tasks. All work will 

incorporate the design process and include freehand drawings and computer-generated drawings using 

Illustrator, InDesign and Photoshop to complete the tasks.  

 

Skills include: 

 3D construction techniques 

 Using Adobe software for drawing and designing 

 Freehand drawing, brush and ink techniques 

 Research and analysis 
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VCE SUBJECTS AVAILABLE IN YEAR 10 @ MSC 
 

Students who have demonstrated that they have the learning habits and thinking skills required to be 

successful in a VCE or VET subject will be invited to participate in our Advanced Learning Program at Year 

10, if they choose.  Those students who have consistently shown high levels of academic achievement, 

exemplary attendance, timely submission of work, and excellent learning habits in the classroom will receive 

an invitation early in Term 3.  

 

A list of which subjects are available to invited Year 10 Students can be found below – we strongly 

encourage students to research exactly what is studied in each subject using the Senior Years VCE/VCAL 

Handbook, found on Compass or vcaa.vic.edu.au/.   

 

Students who are successful in Units 1 & 2 of a VCE subject in Year 10 are able to complete Units 3 & 4 

in Year 11. This provides students with a 6th unit 3 and 4 sequence, which can be advantageous in 

calculation of their ATAR following completion of their VCE. If you have been invited to select a VCE 

subject in Year 10, please discuss your choice with Marie Clark in your Course Counselling session. 

 

• The College will give first preference to Year 11 and 12 students in VCE classes where subjects are 

over prescribed. 

• Students studying a VET subject in Year 10 are unable to complete a VCE subject in Year 10. 

 

VCE UNITS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR YEAR 10 @ MSC 

VCE SUBJECT OFFERINGS AT YEAR 10 – Units 1 and 2 

Accounting History 

Agriculture & Horticulture Legal Studies 

Studio Art Media 

Biology Music Performance 

Business Management Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Computing Physical Education 

Food Studies Product Design and Development – 

Materials (wood) 

General Mathematics Psychology 

Geography  Visual Communication Design 

Health and Human Development Product Design and Development - Textiles 

http://vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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VET SUBJECTS @ MSC 

 
Students interested in Vocational Training and who have been invited to study an advanced learning 

program in Year 10 may wish to select from a VET (Vocational Education & Training) course offered 

either on site at   Maffra Secondary College or at TAFE Gippsland. 

 
Most VET in school courses run for two years and students who select VET courses attend TAFE one day 

a week (Thursday). Students at TAFE will miss classes at school, therefore it is important to be highly 

organised to manage your workload if you wish to complete a VET course through TAFE.  Students are 

expected to catch up on any learning tasks missed due to TAFE. Students who do a VET course in Year 

10 can continue their course in Year 11 and gain credit for their VCE program, within the new vocational 

specialisation of the VCE. 

 
Students studying a VCE subject in Year 10 will be unable to study a VET course. 

 
VET in the VCE combines general VCE studies with vocational training and experience in the workplace. 

Successful completion of a VET in the VCE program provides students with: 

1.  Two qualifications; Units towards a Victorian Certificate of Education issued by the Victorian 

Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a VET certificate issued by a Registered Training 

Organisation. 

2.  The ability to use the VET modules completed to gain credit in future apprenticeships or 

traineeships. 

3. The ability to see what a particular industry is like without leaving school. 

4. Workplace experience in an area they might gain employment. 

5. Another way to incorporate practical skills into their education. 

 
All VET courses can be part of a VCE program, and will contribute to the new vocational certificate. Most 

courses contribute 4 units, two at Unit 1/2 level and two at Unit 3/4 level. Some courses offer more or 

less units. Some courses offer students the ability to gain a study score. Those with a 3/4 sequence which 

don’t have course work for a study score offer a 10% increment as a fifth or sixth subject.  

 

Important things to understand about VET: 

1. VET courses are the same as taking on a VCE subject. 

2. There is quite a lot of theory in all VET courses especially in first year, so expect to have to 

complete bookwork. 

3. VET courses involve extra costs to students, including bus travel costs ($200), 

specialised equipment and a refundable deposit ($200) as set down by school 
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council. 

4. VET courses are only available to invited year 10 students who have the required skills to 

be successful in an adult learning environment 

5. Invited Year 10 students who wish to study a VET course must complete the VET application 

form, found at the back of this Handbook. 

 
All VET courses are made up of modules or separate units of work. Each module must be passed for a 

student to successfully complete the certificate. Each module covers a set of knowledge or skills, 

(referred to as a competency). Some of the theory work is expected to be completed at home particularly 

if the student misses any classes. If a student takes up employment in the area of their VET course they 

will be given credit in their training for the modules completed in their VET course. All VET courses have 

Occupational Health and Safety, workplace communication and knowledge of the industry modules. 

Other more specific modules are included and will be described under each separate course. 

 
Work placement is an important part of many of our VET courses.  

By combining with other schools we are able to keep costs to a minimum. However, students 

undertaking a VET subject will be required to pay an annual bond of $200 (refundable once 

student successfully completes the year), plus an annual fee of $200 to cover bus travel to and 

from the TAFE each week. 

 
Most VET courses also have costs associated with materials and protective or specialist clothing. 

The expected costs associated with each course are available on the subject selection sheet. 
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At Maffra Secondary College we offer invited students the opportunity to study the following VET 

subjects in Year 10: 

 

Cert II Agriculture (online course only – TAFE Gippsland) 
Cost: $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $200 

 

This qualification is delivered online with scheduled practical skill days and field trips over 1 year. This 

qualification is for people who wish to start a career in food and fibre, or further develop their skills and 

knowledge at the assistant farm hand level. Through this course you will learn the basic practical skills of 

fencing, monitoring water supplies, machinery operation, plant and livestock management. Students 

undertaking this course will gain the practical skills and knowledge required to carry out routine tasks under 

general supervision within the agricultural industry.  Students must be able to be successful in a remote 

learning environment. 

 

Materials: Solid, closed in shoes, Clothing suitable for practical work, Branded uniform shirt will be 

supplied, Students must have access to a computer and Internet along with access to the Microsoft Suite. 

   

  Entry Requirements:  

Student must be 16 years of age or older to be operate machinery such as tractors, according to         

manufacture requirements. Students will be required to attend excursions and workshops focussing on the 

practical aspects of the qualification. 

    

   Availability  / timetabling: 

• Online interactive class: Fri 12-2pm  

• Tutorials: Mon 12-1pm and Thur 12-2pm  

• Three practical skills days: April, June, September 2022 (dates TBC)  

   Please note, student may not be able to attend all online classes depending on VCE/VCAL commitments.    

   Students who undertake an online course must be able to succeed in remote learning environments. 

 

 

Cert III Allied Health Assistance (TAFE Gippsland – Bairnsdale) 
Cost:  $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $200 

 

This qualification reflects the role of allied health workers who provide assistance to allied health 

professionals and other health professionals with the care of clients. Depending on the setting, work may 

include following treatment plans for therapeutic interventions and/or conducting programs under the 

regular direct, indirect or remote supervision of an allied health professional. Students complete 80 hours 

of placement (in second year of study) and often use this program to pathway into Diploma of Nursing 

and/or other health disciplines once they complete secondary school. Student must have had a flu 

vaccination prior to placement. 

 

Materials: Solid, closed toe shoes. Branded uniform shirt will be supplied. Students will need to comply 

with dress regulations when on Structured Workplace Learning. Students must have access to a computer 

and internet  
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Cert II Animal Studies (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost:  $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $200 

 

This qualification is delivered face to face with scheduled excursions over a 2 year period.  It is a general 

qualification, for entry into sectors of the animal care and management industry where workers provide care 

for animals in workplaces such as animal shelters, kennels, catteries, sanctuaries and veterinary clinics. This 

program assists students with a passion to work within the animal care sector and as an entry pathway to 

further study. 

 

  Materials: Solid, closed in shoes, sun protection, branded uniform shirt will be supplied. Students should    

  bring their laptop they currently use for Secondary School to their VET DSS class  

 

Entry Requirements: Students must have access to a minimum of two types of species of animals, for 

example a cat and a dog or a bird and fish.  

 

Cert II Automotive (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

This course is designed to introduce students to automotive theory. In the first-year students 

learn about workplace tools and equipment, automotive parts and components as well as vehicle 

maintenance including fuel systems and brakes. In the second year, students extend their 

knowledge to electrical systems, batteries, suspensions and tyres. 

 

Materials: Steel capped work boots and overalls 

 

Cert II Small Business (iVET – Sale College) 

Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

This course provides learners with exposure to key skills and knowledge required in small business 

workplaces. Small businesses rely on flexible, innovative and broadly skilled personnel. There is a central 

emphasis on innovation and the need for flexible and responsive customer service. Students will gain basic 

factual, technical and procedural knowledge of a defined area of work and learning, through identifying and 

assessing small business examples to develop basic knowledge of operations systems; quality control; 

innovation and handling change; market research and marketing; approaches to professional skills; local 

and potential global trade/business opportunities, and safe and sustainable work practices within small 

business contexts. 

 

Cert II Conservation & Land Management (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 

Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

If you have a passion for caring and preserving our environment, then this hands-on course is for you. Learn 

practical skills in native seed collection and propagation, bushland restoration, native plant and wildlife 

identification, pest plant control, fencing and maintaining structures, using maps and much more. Pathways 



MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE 33 

 

 

may include employment into roles such as assistant land management officer, assistant conservation 

worker, assistant parks and wildlife officer. Some great skills to last a lifetime. 

 

Materials: Solid, closed in shoes (work boots), hat and sunscreen, branded uniform shirt, safety glasses, 

gloves and ear protection supplied. 

 

Hair and Beauty Skills Set (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

This skills set includes 17 units from within the hairdressing & beauty training package to offer as a two 

year VET DSS program, focussing on practical skills, hands on learning, and industry experiences.  

Students will get to create a hair and makeup look for a professional photoshoot, they will listen to guest 

speakers, salon owners and senior stylists who will share their insight and knowledge on how you can have 

a successful career in the hair and beauty industry. Product and equipment sessions with educators from 

Kryolan make-up, GHD styling, NAK haircare and Lish nails – including access to special student discounted 

pricing. 

 

Materials:  

Uniform tunic will be supplied.  Skin Deep learning resources, logbook, hairstyling kit required. Makeup, 

brush set and classroom product and materials supplied. 

 

 

Cert III Early Childhood Education & Care (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

This qualification reflects the role of workers in a range of early childhood education settings who work 

within the requirements of the Education and Care Services National Regulations and the National Quality 

Standard. These workers support the implementation of an approved learning framework, and support 

children’s wellbeing, learning and development. The course combines face-to-face and flexible practical 

classes with work placement to build student confidence and skills in working with children. Students will 

also learn how to provide children with a safe and healthy environment and learn to provide for their 

individual needs whilst equipping students for a career in the Early Childhood sector. Please note there is 

an additional five core units to be completed to gain the full qualification – the two years provides partial 

completion only (an additional 6 months needs to be completed for the full qualification). 

 

Cert II Engineering- Fabrication & Fitting (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $35 CI card + $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $435 

 

VET Engineering aims to provide students with the basic skills required to work within engineering related 

industries. Modules in first year include using hand and power tools, basic machining and fabrication. In the 

second year, to complete this certificate, students will study basic computational principles, computer 

programming for engineering and manufacturing techniques. Students who complete the 2-year course 

will be able to gain a study score to contribute directly to their ATAR as they undertake an externally 

set exam in November. 
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Materials: Overalls and Steel capped boots. 

 

Cert II Building and Construction Pre-Apprenticeship (Carpentry)(TAFE 

Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $35 CI card + $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $435 

 

This course aims to provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to enhance their employment 

prospects within the building and construction industry. In the first year students undertake basic OH&S 

studies including first aid. Other modules include levelling, hand tools and introduction to scaffolding. The 

second year sees students learn about building structures including floor and roof framing, setting out and 

cladding. Everyone who works on a construction site in Victoria needs a Construction Induction (CI) 

card. This includes students undertaking work experience, structured workplace learning or an 

apprenticeship. To obtain the CI card, students must successfully complete the unit of competency 

CPCCOHS1001A Work safely in the construction industry. This training is undertaken at the TAFE 

Institute and the costs are payable to MSC.  

 

Materials: Steel cap boots, overalls or drill pants, one metre folding rule or five metre retractable tape, 

carpenter’s pencil.  Branded shirt, safety glasses and ear protection supplied. 

Students must have access to a computer and Internet and we encourage bringing their school laptop to 

VET DSS classes. 

 

Cert II Electrotechnology (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $35 CIC + $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $435 

 

Study in this qualification will ensure students wishing to commence a career as an electrician, gain entry 

level practical skills. Students will gain an overview of workplace practical skills involving basic hand and 

power tool use and the necessary knowledge to enter a career in the Electrotechnology industry with 

confidence. It will also provide an advantage to students seeking an apprenticeship in this area as a preferred 

pre-requisite for many industries. 

 

Materials: Work boots, Safety gear must be worn to all classes.  Branded uniform shirt, safety glasses 

and ear protection will be supplied. 

 

  Cert II Kitchen Operations (Hospitality) (TAFE Gippsland – Sale) 
Cost: $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $400 

 

Do you dream of becoming a chef or working in a dynamic kitchen environment? This course offers students 

the opportunity to gain hands on learning in food preparation and the cookery skills required to prepare 

food and menu items. Students will learn how to safely handle and prepare food, use a range of food 

preparation equipment, prepare simple dishes, appetisers, salads, stocks, soups and sauces, poultry, fruits 

and vegetables and basic methods of cookery. This program provides a real insight into the requirements 

of becoming a chef and a number of credit transfers within a Certificate III in Commercial Cookery. Scored 

VCE assessment available. 
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Cert II Plumbing (Pre-Apprenticeship) (TAFE Gippsland – Bairnsdale) 
Cost: $35 CIC + $200 bus fee + $200 bond (refunded upon successful completion) = $435 

 

The Certificate II in Plumbing pre-apprenticeship prepares students with the skills and knowledge for entry 

into an apprenticeship in Certificate III in Plumbing. This qualification offers a range of units including 

working safely as part of a team, measurements and calculations, basic terminology, reading plans and 

specifications, plumbing tools and equipment, basic welding and fixtures and fittings. This qualification also 

provides some unit credits into an apprenticeship. 

 

Materials: Student must supply own safety boots and overalls or drill pants. Branded uniform shirt, 

safety glasses, gloves and ear protection will be supplied. Safety gear must be worn to all classes  
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AREAS OF CAREER INTEREST 

 

 

 

CAREER PRE-REQUISITES  

 

NOTES FROM CMR 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION 2022 - EXAMPLE 
 

NAME ________________________________         FORM GROUP _______   DATE OF BIRTH ___________ 

 
MY CURRENT STUDIES 

My semester one progress report average score was: _______ 

My semester one Victorian Curriculum Levels for English were: R&V_______, S&L_______, W_________ 

My semester one Victorian Curriculum Levels for Maths were:  M&G______, N&A_______, S&P_______ 

English Recommendation: 

  Foundation                           Mainstream 

 

Maths Recommendation:  

  Pre-General Maths            Pre-Methods Maths              

 

Comments / goals moving forward 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
A normal Year 10 program will consist of compulsory subjects English and Maths, and four elective subjects per 
semester. If you have been invited to study a VCE subject (advanced learning program), this will replace one of your 
electives each semester.  If you have been invited to study a VET subject (advanced learning program) you will attend 
TAFE each Thursday.  This requires you to catch up on work missed from that day. 
 

ADVANCED LEARNING PROGRAM (invited students only):            

         I have received an invitation to study a VCE or VET subject in 2022 

Choose one the following 3 options: 

            I would like to study a VCE subject (list 2 preferences):  1. __________________   2. __________________ 

I would like to study a VET subject (list 2 preferences):  1. __________________   2. __________________ 

I would like to study a normal Year 10 Program, and do not wish to study VCE or VET in 2022 
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*refer to optional costs in subject description. 

 
 

     

 

 

 

2022 SUBJECT CHOICES  
Select subjects in order of preference  

from 1 to 14  
NB: You will only study 4 elective subjects each semester 
(8 in total) so be thoughtful in the order of priority 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 

     Mainstream   OR Literacy (by invitation only) 

 Circle your preferred Maths 
      
       Pre-General           OR                 Pre-Methods 

ELECTIVES (in order of preference) 
Studying an advanced learning program 
(VCE/VET) is equal to 2 elective subjects. Please 
place these as preference 1 & 2 

1.  
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

7. 
 

8. 
 

9. 
 

10. 
 

11. 
 

12. 
 

13. 
 

14. 
 

 

Year 10 Elective Subjects Offerings 

 

Subject Cost 

Accounting and Finance $0 

Agricultural Science $50 

Business and Economics $0 

Creative Writing $132 

Digital Technologies $0 

Drama $15 

Duke of Edinburgh $282 

Food Studies – Café 101 $150 

Food Studies – Fabulous Foods $150 

General Science $0 

Global Health $0 

History of the Modern World $0 

Indonesian $0 

Legal Matters $0 

Life Science $0 

Music Performance $50 

Peer Support $0 

Photography and Media $15 

Physical Science $0 

Product Design - Textiles $60 

Product Design - Wood $90 

SHAPE A $0 

SHAPE B $0 

Sports Performance $50 

Studio Art 10 $10 

Summit to Sea $150 

Supa Coach $100* 

Trade Skills $80 

Visual Communication Design $15 
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CHECKLIST – please tick 

Have you included in your choices the following? 

          English and Maths subjects 

           14 preferences for electives (you will only study 8 electives in total (4 each semester)) 

 

Please sign 

Student: __________________ Parent: _____________________  Careers Practitioner: ___________________ 

Year Level Team Leader / Assistant Recommendation – please tick 
    Course is approved    OR 
    Another appointment with Careers is required  
 

Please retain as a record of your preferences. Students and a parent/guardian are required to attend a meeting with the Year 
Level Team Leader, Assistant Team Leader or an Assistant Principal on Thursday 8th August. During this meeting, subjects 
selected by your child will be entered on our online system and any payments for high cost electives (>$50) will need to be 
made to secure a place in the subject. While we endeavour to give each student their first preferences, this may not be possible 
in every case depending on timetabling and/or student numbers. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VCE SUBJECT OFFERINGS AT YEAR 10 –  

Units 1 and 2 

Subject Cost 

Accounting $0 

Agriculture & Horticulture $100 

Biology $50 

Business Management $0 

Computing $0 

Food Studies $240 

General Mathematics $0 

Geography  $0 

Health and Human Development $0 

History $0 

Legal Studies $120 

Media $85 

Music Performance $200 

Outdoor and Environmental 

Studies 

$640 

Physical Education $125 

Product Design and Development 

– Materials (Textiles) 

$50 

Product Design and Development 

– Materials (Wood) 

$70 

Psychology $0 

Studio Art $140 

Visual Communication Design $85 

VET SUBJECT OFFERINGS AT YEAR 10 

 

Subject Cost 

Animal Studies  $400 

Agriculture (online course) $200 

Allied Health $400 

Automotive $400 

Hair and Beauty $400 

Small Business $400 

Early Childhood Education and 

Care 

$400 

Engineering- Fabrication & Fitting $435 

Building and Construction $435 

Electrotechnology $435 

Kitchen Operations $400 

Plumbing  $435 

Land Conservation/Management $400 

Note: VET costs are inclusive of an 

annual $200 bond that is refunded upon 

successful completion of the subject. 
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TAFE / VET APPLICATION FORM 2022 
 

Students who have been invited to study an advanced learning program, (VCE/VET subject), must 

compete this application form if interested in VET.  

Most VET programs take TWO years to complete.  

 

Pre-requisites:  

 Age Requirement: Turning 16yrs or older in first year of certificate 

 Exemplary Attendance Record 

 Progress report average of Good or above 

 Literacy and Numeracy skills at Level or above 

 Timely submission of work, including weekly submissions during remote learning    

 

STUDENT NAME:  __________________________________________ 

YEAR LEVEL IN 2021:  _________________  

Date of Birth:   _________________ 

Student e-mail address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Student phone number:  _____________________________________________________ 

Parent phone number:  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Application Process: 

All sections MUST be completed  

Student USI: __________________________________ (enrolment application is not valid without a USI) 

You must go to this website and create a Unique Student Identifier (USI) 

http://www.usi.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx 

 

VET Subject applying for:  

1. Explain why you want to study the VET program you have selected. What educational and career 

pathways will the VET program you have selected give you?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

http://www.usi.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
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2. What skills or interests do you have that could help you complete your chosen VET program? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Completing an external VET subject will require you to be absent from scheduled classes at MSC each 

Thursday. Students who complete a VET program must make sure they use the study periods throughout 

the week to satisfactorily complete all set work and assessments for the classes they have missed due to 

TAFE.  

 

If you enrol in VET you agree to; 

 Communicate with teachers to ensure you can meet work requirements 

 Submit all work on the due dates  

 Email or contact teachers if questions regarding the work arise 

 Attend lunchtime or afterschool sessions if necessary to catch up 

 

Please Note: 

There are compulsory fees associated with all VET programs which pay for the bus to take you to TAFE 

and a contribution to the course fees. 

 

Student signature:  _____________________________ Date: _______________ 

 

Parent/Guardian name:  _________________________________________________  

 

Parent/Guardian signature:  _____________________________ Date: _______________ 

 

Enquiries:  Marie Clark  Careers / Pathways  

Phone:  51471790 

Email:   marie.clark@education.vic.gov.au 

 


