
 

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships (SBATs) are an employment-based 
learning pathway that you can take during your secondary schooling. You will combine 
your senior school years with paid part-time employment and skills training in your 
chosen field. 

ABOUT HEAD START 

Head Start connects students to SBAT opportunities. Head Start Coordinators located in 
schools across Victoria support students to identify and commence their SBAT, 
complete school, and transition to full time employment post-school. 
You can undertake a SBAT if you are: 

▪ Over 15 years old 
▪ Enrolled in years 10, 11 or 12 
▪ An Australian citizen or permanent resident. 

*Non-citizens may be eligible under certain circumstances. Speak with your Head Start 
coordinator for more information. 

BENEFITS 

▪ Increase your future employability and earning potential, by gaining the 
skills, confidence and knowledge you need to succeed in the future 
workplace 

▪ Undertake a secondary certificate such as the VCE, including the VCE 
Vocational Major. 

▪ Undertake paid employment to build the career you want. 
▪ Access quality VET courses, in a wide range of industries with an approved 

training provider. 
▪ Combine regular school attendance with a minimum of 7 hours per week of 

employment, and a minimum of 6 hours per week of structured training, 
(averaged over 3 periods of 4 months in each year of the SBAT). At least 1 
day per week is timetabled by your school to be spent on the job or in 
training during the normal school week 

WHAT IS HEAD START? 

 

 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/761312908?app_id=122963


 

HEAD START SUPPORTS EVERYONE 

Head Start-Hearing from our employers 

 

Head Start-Hearing from our parents 

 

 

Head Start-Hearing from our students 

 

  

https://player.vimeo.com/video/543448987?app_id=122963
https://player.vimeo.com/video/543449143?app_id=122963
https://player.vimeo.com/video/543449396?app_id=122963


 

MAFFRA SECONDARY COLLEGE SIGN UPS WITH STUDENTS AND EMPLOYERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRAINING CONTRACTS AND TRAINING PLANS 

Head Start Coordinators take the stress out of the SBAT sign-up process, by organising an 
appropriate time and date for: 

• Apprenticeship Support Services 
• Parents and Students 
• Employers 

Your Head Start Coordinator will help you navigate the enrolment process with the Registered 
Training Organisation (RTO) and ensure your school is supplied with a copy of your Training Plan.  
All VCE and VET providers enter and use the Victorian Assessment Software System (VASS) to 
enrol students and record results. 

Your Head Start Coordinator will also routinely check in with you, your employer, and your RTO 
to ensure you are progressing through the SBAT, whilst maintaining your studies at school. 

CONTACT US 

Head Start Coordinator 

 
Aaron Patten 
0460020344 
Aaron.Patten@education.vic.gov.au 
Gippsland Hub 
headstart.gippsland@education.vic.gov.au 
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